
                           CURRICULUM MEETING DECEMBER 11, 2014 

In Attendance:  J. Menashe, S. Chinnappala, L. Kreisman, N. Bogdanov, S. Braverman, L. Eisenberg, K. 

Panaghi, T. Vilensky, E. Margolin, S. Preziosi, L. Gershon, M. Gates 

Lunch was sponsored by the Curriculum Office- thanks. 

I-Minutes of November meeting were accepted as read. 

II-Curriculum Office Update 

1- Middle school had its youth forum. It was well- done and will be held in the high school shortly. 

The three themes were servant leadership, systems thinking and sustainability. 

2- Environmental Center- It is almost ready to go and will be a magnet center for the entire 

district. It will be used to enhance deeper inquiry by students throughout the district. A 

curriculum is being created to address the “next generation” science standards which are more 

process thinking-based. 

3- HES Expert Fair was held several weeks ago. Students chose what they wanted to research. 

4- Interview Day at the high school was held.  Students in certain business classes experienced the 

interview process. They had to write their own resumes, etc. Every high school student will have 

the experience at some point. 

5- “Cross the Line” Event was held in the high school to help students learn about each other and 

build relationships. Question by the Committee- Is there carryover after freshman year? The 

district is working on follow-up activities. 

6- APEX learning- blended learning initiative –It is under consideration for purchase by the district. 

It will serve the needs of students having difficulty in certain subjects. It is a technology program 

that would allow students to work at their own pace- differentiated learning. There would be a 

teacher in the room to assist, direct, and monitor student progress. 

7- There were 54 curriculum projects during the summer. Atlas Rubicon- a program that allows 

you to put curriculum maps, etc., online is underutilized. The district is working with Atlas 

Rubicon to better utilize the tool. 

8- Data Warehouse- BOCES- gives data on areas that our students are having difficulty with as 

compared to other districts- indicates redundancies and gaps in instruction. The information is 

shared with administrators who share the information with the teachers at faculty, team and 

department meetings across the district. 

III-Mrs. O’Meara- HWPS P-12 ELA Chairperson- Report-  

1- The district is working on supporting literacy in the content areas-students need to be reading 

in all subject areas. 

2- AP Seminar- formerly English 10H is a Capstone Activity; we are the only district on Long Island 

that has Capstone. A digital portfolio is created which gives our students an edge because there 

are only 100 schools nationwide using it. With the “common application” for colleges now, 



students have to find other ways to set themselves apart from other students. Capstone is an 

opportunity to do that.  

To have Capstone diploma distinction, certain requirements need to be fulfilled. Students will need 

to score a 3+ on four AP exams as well as in Capstone Seminar and Capstone Research. The 

Capstone Research class will be offered to students who have taken the seminar course and will be 

taken as an elective.  This research supplants the other research paper required in 11th grade.  

AP takes over in semester II 

AP Capstone Seminar Grading-. Feb. 23- individual and group scores/team presentation (25% of 

grade); April 21- all individual scores-paper and presentation (35% of grade); May 5- exam (40% of 

grade) 

3- Book Trial- March 26-27. Conducted in 11th grade Honors English class. The book on trial is 

“January First”- a true story about a schizophrenic child- 

4- IELA- Interdisciplinary ELA- in 6th grade- bridges the content areas and adds ELA instructional 

minutes.  There is a curriculum but it is very flexible. 

5- Test prep in the district is minimal but students need to know how the questions are worded 

and they need to build test taking stamina. 

6- Suggestion by the committee- CTC class should be brought down from the high school to the 

middle school -Perhaps as part of the ILA class   or library curriculum in HES and Ogden 

IV-Upcoming Meeting Dates: 

January 21 

February 25 

March 25 

April 29 

May 27-Breakfast is served 

 


